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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

Art. XVIII.— Transactions of State Medical Societies :— 

1. Proceedings of the Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Ohio State Medical 

Society , held at Ohio White Sulphur Springs, June 21sf, 22rf, 1864. 8vo. 

pp. 94. 

2. Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania at its 

Fifteenth Annual Session, held in Philadelphia, June, 1864. 8vo. pp. 

627. 

3. Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of New York, for the 

year 1864. 8vo. pp. 503. 

I The proceedings of the State Medical Society of Ohio open with the valedictory 
address of the retiring President, Dr. W. P. Kincaid. It takes a very correct 
view of the general condition of our profession, and of some, of the prominent 
reforms which are demanded in order to increase its usefulness and influence. 
The writer speaks with due earnestness of the high calling of the physician, 
and the duty incumbent on every one who assumes its responsibilities to make 
himself in all respects worthy of the important mission he is in consequence 
called upon to fulfil. 

Following the address is a Report on Diseases of the Eye. By Dr. Metz, 
of Massillon. The report comprises some very sensible remarks on some of the 
causes of failure of the operation for the cure of strabismus, and the necessity 
of modifying it to meet the peculiarities and conditions of each case—the same 
operation not being equally adapted for the relief of the patient whether the 
deviation be one or six lines—whether the antagonist muscle is yet active, or 
entirely paralyzed—whether the object be to remedy a slight squint, or to restore 
binocular vision—or whether it be simply to correct a bad squint on account 
of cosmetic considerations. 

Dr. M. discusses several other topics of interest, in relation to which he ex¬ 
presses views, some of which will not we suspect stand the test of experience. 

Report on New Remedies, by Dr. Edward B. Stevens. The new remedies 
noticed are cinchonine as a substitute for quinia. Being equally reliable as 
an antiperiodic and tonic with the latter, in doses about one-third larger, 
it recommends itself to our notice by its greater cheapness and the abundance 
of its supply. Fraxinus nigra—swamp ash. Recommended, from ten years’ 
experience with it, by Dr. Denny, of Albion, Indiana, as a valuable substitute 
for quinia, in the form of a syrupy decoction or fluid extract. The dose is a 
tablespoonful frequently repeated during the state of apyrexia, a full dose of 
opium being added to the last dose in anticipation of the expected paroxysm. 
Phloridzine —a neutral principle existing in considerable quantities in the root 
principally of the apple, but also of the plumb and cherry trees; it is also 
noticed, on very respectable authority, as a substitute for quinia. 

Ergot of wheat as a substitute for ergot of rye. Its advantages, according 
to M. Leperdriel, of Montpellier, over the latter are, its property of resisting 
decay and of preserving its medical virtues undiminished for a length of time; 
its containing fifteen per cent, less of the poisonous principle of ergot, while it 
yields twenty per cent, more of the efficacious principle. 

Gatdophyllum thaladruides is proposed as a parturient of more decidedly 
reliable efficacy thau ergot. It is said to belong to the cohosh family. We 
know little in respect to its reputed properties. 

Liquor bismuthi, a solution of bismuth, uniform in composition, stable, 
miscible with water or other fluids without precipitation, and efficient in small 
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doses; hence a more convenient form for administering bismuth than that of 
either the trisnitrate or carbonate. 

Saracenia purpurea —American pitcher plant. This has been recommended 
as an aborter of the smallpox. A careful examination of the subject has satis¬ 
fied us that there is little evidence in proof of the asserted anti-variolous pro¬ 
perties of the saracenia. 

Permanganate of potassa. As a remedy in the treatment of low forms of 
disease—erysipelas, hospital gangrene, unhealthy ulcers, typhus fever, and the 
like. Dr. jlackson, of Philadelphia, found it decidedly useful as a tonic in 
dyspeptic mmditions of the stomach, and Dr. Dunlap, of Springfield, Ohio, has 
experienced the most gratifying results from its use in spotted fever, as it 
appeared in and about that city. 

Report of the Committee on Asthma, by Dr. T. A. Reamy, of Zanesville. 
A very sensible report, so far as it goes; unfortunately, however, throwing but 
little additional light upon either the pathology, the therapeutics, or the preven¬ 
tion of the disease. 

Particular attention is called by Dr. Reamy to the valuable results obtained 
from the administration of nitrate of potassa for the radical cure of asthma. 
He states that he has prescribed the remedy in forty-eight cases of the dis¬ 
ease. Ten of these fully recovered ; while sixteen were materially improved— 
the intervals becoming longer, the paroxysms milder. In the remaining twenty- 
two cases no manifest improvement was observed. Most of the cases in which 
recovery took place were complicated with either dyspepsia or bronchitis, some 
of them with both. In small doses, properly diluted, no bad effects were found 
to follow its administration. It stimulates to healthy action the feeble stomach. 
The manner in which the nitre was prescribed was by dissolving one ounce of 
the pure salt in one pint of distilled water, of which solution a tablespoonful was 
given three times a day. 

Notes of a case of gunshot wound, and its results, with a few practical 
remarks, by J. G. Kyle, M.D., of Xenia. This case is introduced to show the 
danger of delaying to operate until a late period in cases where, from the extent 
of the injury, there can be little hope of finally saving a lower limb shattered 
and torn by a minie ball, with compound, comminuted fracture of the femur. 
How far the result of this case furnishes a charge against conservative surgery 
is a question we shall not attempt to decide. 

2. The fifteenth annual session of the Medical Society of the State of Penn¬ 
sylvania was opened by an address from the President of the Society, Dr. Wil¬ 
son Jewell. The subject of the address is the early history of the principal 
medical institutions of Philadelphia. This subject was suggested by the fact 
that the session of the society was held in the lecture-room of the spacious fire¬ 
proof building recently erected by the College of Physicians of Philadelphia for 
the accommodation of its meetings, its library, and its pathological museum. 
The sketch given by Dr. Jewell of the institutions referred to, with a brief 
notice of their more prominent founders, is very well drawn up and replete with 
interest. 

Reports were received from only a small number of the county societies; 
these consequently furnish us with only a partial history of the sanitary condi¬ 
tion of the State for the twelve months preceding their respective dates. 

The first important fact we derive from the reports presented in 1864 is the 
very general prevalence of typhoid or enteric fever over those sections of Penn¬ 
sylvania whose medical history they comprise. In various parts of Beaver 
County, mostly along the streams, and in low, damp localities, there occurred, 
according to the report from that county, a greater number of cases of typhoid 
fever than usual. Those who were attacked by it were very generally under 
twenty-five years of age. In Bradford County few cases of true enteric fever were 
observed; the prevailing fever being of what has been termed the bilious type, 
with a tendency to congestion of the brain and lungs. This fever, which com¬ 
menced as an irregular remittent, if not arrested in its course, had a strong ten¬ 
dency to assume a typhoid form. In Indiana, also, remittents prevailed to a 
great extent, after a long protracted season of complete drought. In many 
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cases, after the first week, a decided typhoid tendency was evinced, with pain in 
the back, more particularly at the cervical and dorsal regions. The duration 
of the disease was, it is stated, usually from two to four weeks. In most parts 
of Northampton County, we are told, all forms of fever are of rare occurrence. 
In South Easton, however, and its vicinity, typhoid or enteric fever is quite 
common, but it is said not to prevail to any extent elsewhere throughout the 
county. In the report from Perry County, Dr. Mateer, of New Port, on the 
west branch of the Juniata River, remarks that the most interesting disease 
which he had met with was a form of mixed fever. The patients were of both 
sexes and of ages ranging from fourteen to sixty years. “ The attacks were 
ushered in with a chill, followed by fever, resembling the ordinary remittent 
fever which prevailed eight or ten years ago, along the shores of the Juniata 
River, during the autumnal months. There was pain of the head with slight 
delirium ; a locked-up state of the secretions, and of the liver especially ; aching 
of the extremities and loins, irritation of the stomach and bowels, with moderate 
discharges of blood from the latter, accompanied with a disposition to tenesmus 
and diarrhoea during the whole period of sickness, and until the liver could be 
induced to throw off copious discharges of bile; immediately after which recovery 
would commence and terminate finally, at the end of a fortnight or more, in a 
restoration of health. When the disease began to yield it would assume an 
intermittent form; this yielded readily to sulphate of quinia. The typhoid 
symptoms would linger about the system for several days after the fever had 
disappeared. The treatment consisted in a mild alterative course, sulphate of 
quinia to check the intermittent symptoms, followed by tonics varied to suit 
each case. All recovered. This mixed fever prevailed during the winter 
months and as late as May, 1864.” 

Dr. Lefever, of New Bloomfield, in the same county, also met, during the 
same season, with a similar mixed fever. 

The prevalence of Scarlet Fever, to a greater or less extent in different sec¬ 
tions, and of a more or less severe form, during the twelve months preceding 
the 1st of June, 1864, is noticed in nearly all the reports. In Beaver County it 
prevailed from January to the end of March. 1864. It is represented as having 
been of a mild form. In its treatment chlorate of potassa and the muriated 
tincture of iron were the chief remedies relied on. In Indiana the disease was 
also of a favourable type. In some families, during the winter of 1863-4, scar¬ 
latina and measles prevailed simultaneously, or, as the one disease had run its 
course the other would commence. In the report from Montgomery County, 
Dr. J. K. Reid says : “Scarlatina prevailed to a moderate extent. I treated it 
with ice internally and externally to the throat, with much better results than 
were produced by any of the remedies I had before seen used.” Dr. Evans, 
of the same county, remarks: “ For the last four years I have used cold water 
and ice as external local applications in scarlatina and other inflammatory affec¬ 
tions of the throat, with beneficial results. Nothing seems to add so much 
to the comfort of the patient as a piece of linen crash wet with iced water, 
kept constantly applied to the throat and cervical glands. The idea of its 
being a dangerous remedy is preposterous—it deserves to be classed with the 
obsolete notion that cold water in fevers is attended with danger.” Equally as 
decided testimony in favour of the local application of ice and iced water to the 
throat, internally and externally, in scarlet fever, is borne by Drs. Hiram Corson, 
Shoemaker, Leedom, William Corson, and other practitioners of Montgomery 
and other counties. 

In Perry County, we are told by Dr. Lefever, an epidemic of scarlet fever 
commenced in 1863. The greatest number of cases seen by him were during 
the months of June and July. They occurred in children from fourteen to six¬ 
teen years of age. All recovered. For nearly six months from the beginning 
of July, no cases of the disease were seen. In the latter part of December it 
again made its appearance, but in a different locality, about one mile south of 
where it had before prevailed, near the mouth of a narrow valley, running in a 
southwesterly direction. A number of cases seemed to commence almost at 
the same time. To such a degree did it prevail that a school in the vicinity was 
completely brokeu up in a few days, and remained suspended for about a month. 
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Scarcely a single family in this valley escaped the disease. In one family Dr. 
L. saw seven, and in another six cases ; in other families there were from one to 
four. The type of the disease was strikingly anginose ; there were but few 
cases of simple scarlatina; several assumed a very malignant form, of which 
the termination was generally fatal. In the families in which the largest number 
of cases occurred, with the exception of one, there were no deaths. In the 
excepted one three died. In the family in which there were seven cases of the 
fever, the patients were in one apartment. Fortunately the house was very 
open, so that ventilation was tolerably well kept up. Several of these patients 
became dropsical, and lingered thus for a couple of months ; but all finally re¬ 
covered. 

The course of treatment pursued at first was mildly antiphlogistic and altera¬ 
tive, with the free use, internally, of a solution of chlorate of potassa. Not 
deriving from it all the good he could desire, Dr. L. resorted to the use of vera- 
trum viride, and with the most pleasing results. In a number of cases he used 
very little else. In many patients there was a tendency to diarrhoea, to arrest 
which he gave the acetate of lead, which seemed to answer better than any other 
article he had tried. 

In Philadelphia County scarlet fever prevailed to only a moderate extent, and 
of a comparatively mild form. In the year 1861, the deaths from this disease 
amounted to the enormous sum of 1190, in the year 1862 they reached only 461, 
and in 1863 they fell down to 275. 

In Westmoreland County, scarlet fever appears, also, to have prevailed under 
a very mild character. Dr. McGirr treated forty-eight cases, with no deaths 
directly attributable to the disease. One death occurred from pneumonia suc¬ 
ceeding the fever, and another from cerebro-spinal meningitis, occurring during 
convalescence from the fever. In many of the cases of scarlatina, as well as of 
measles and diphtheria, during convalescence the patients were attacked with 
ulceration of the ears. This commenced as an attack of ordinary otitis; 
when suppuration took place the discharge was much more copious, offensive, 
and obstinate than usual. The ulcerations would heal, recur, and again heal 
for perhaps five or six times, before a permanent cure could be effected. In 
some cases fungous granulations were thrown out, blocking up the external 
meatus. The ulcerations were treated with frequent injections of a solution of 
castile soap in tepid water, followed by a wash of a solution of nitrate of silver, 
six grains to the ounce of water, and in some cases by the ointment of nitrate 
of mercury. The fungous granulations were destroyed by solid nitrate of silver, 
tincture of iodine, or dilute carbolic acid. 

Very many patients, on recovery from scarlet fever, were attacked with re¬ 
peated crops of boils, and some with carbuncles. 

The treatment pursued by Dr. McGirr in the cases of scarlet fever seen by 
him, was the internal administration of the tinct. protochlor. ferri and chlorine 
water; brushing the throat with perchloride of iron, frequently gargling with 
diluted chlorine water, alternated with permanganate of potassa, especially 
when any fetor was exhaled from the throat. Quinine and opium, wine, milk 
punch, and a generous diet were given, pro re nata. The surface of the body 
was occasionally sponged with cold vinegar and water, a solution of bicarbonate 
of soda, or anointed with glycerine and sweet oil, as was most agreeable to the 
patient. Two very violent cases, in which the tumefaction about the throat was 
very great, were successfully treated by allowing, in addition to the above reme¬ 
dies, small pieces of ice to dissolve upon the root of the tongue and trickle 
down the throat. To both these cases paralysis of the left side succeeded, 
which was cured by galvanism. 

In the same county Dr. McConaughy had treated about fifty cases of scarlet 
fever. About one-half were of a malignant type, of which eight died. Nearly 
one-half of the cases which recovered were attacked at the end of two or three 
weeks with dropsy, which yielded readily to treatment. 

In simple, mild cases, Dr. McC. gave mild cathartics, diaphoretics, and chlo¬ 
rate of potassa. When the throat was affected, it was washed with a solution 
of the nitrate of silver. In malignant cases, with great prostration at the com¬ 
mencement of the attack, the greatest benefit was derived from the free use of 
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carbonate of ammonia. When prostration came on after the subsidence of the 
fever, the most good was found to result from quinine and brandy, or old rye 
whiskey. 

Dr. J. M. Stevenson, of the same county, remarks that, within the sphere of 
his practice, scarlet fever occurred in an epidemic form, from September, 1863, 
to the close of the ensuing winter. During this period he treated 163 cases, 
mostly of the anginose form. One of the cases was in a female over sixty years 
of age. Many adults who had had the disease previously suffered from all the 
symptoms of scarlatina, save the eruption. In some of these cases the affec¬ 
tion of the throat assumed a troublesome and dangerous form. Ten deaths 
occurred. Of these, two never came under treatment. Of the remaining eight 
three died from anginose, and five from malignant scarlatina. In the fatal cases 
of scarlatina anginosa, death was caused by the immense tumefaction of the 
cellular tissue, within and without the throat; it was attended with all the 
symptoms of suffocation. 

“ In the malignant form,” says Dr. S., “ of which There occurred fourteen 
cases with five deaths, regarding the condition as one of internal congestion, 
I used the warm bath with smart friction, repeated frequently. I gave calomel 
and rhubarb as a purgative, and carbonate of ammonia and wine. One patient 
died in nine hours, one in fifteen hours, and the remaining three on the second 
day of the attack. Whenever a permanent reaction took place the patients re¬ 
covered. In the anginose form, in several cases which threatened to be severe, 
I applied pounded ice to the throat, with marked improvement of the symptoms. 
It appeared to diminish the swelling and relieve the engorgement of the mucous 
membrane.” 

Measles is stated to have prevailed very generally in nearly all of the counties 
of the State from which reports were received. In Beaver County the disease 
made its appearance towards the close of the year 1863. It was at first mild 
in character, but during the early months of 1864 it became frequently compli¬ 
cated with pulmonary affections of a more or less severe grade. Several of the 
cases thus complicated, occurring in children and old persons, proved fatal. 
In Bradford County similar complications were observed, with the same result. 
In some cases, towards the period when the eruption became fully developed, 
obstinate vomiting and profuse diarrhoea set in. 

In Indiana County, during the years 1863 and ’64 there was a severe epidemic 
of measles, affecting persons of all ages, from infancy to sixty years. In some 
cases there was delirium, with other nervous disturbances. There was, also, a 
strong tendency to inflammation of the lungs, and sometimes of the stomach 
and brain; severe pain of the head and back, with continued vomiting, was 
also observed. In the more severe cases the eruption did not appear until the 
fifth or sixth day. It was mostly irregular, and of a livid hue. Many of the 
cases proved fatal. 

In Montgomery County measles prevailed most extensively; scarcely a single 
inhabitant, we are told, escaped, excepting infants under a mouth, and such as 
had previously undergone the disease. Cases were observed in individuals over 
seventy-five years of age. In many instances profuse diarrhoea proved a trouble¬ 
some symptom. In some sections the disease was of a low type, and complicated, 
at first, with severe bronchial affection. Its complication with pneumonia is 
noticed by several practitioners. Notwithstanding its extensive prevalence 
throughout the county, the mortality from the disease appears to have been very 
slight. Dr. Shoemaker, of Jenkintown, treated all his cases with cool drinks, 
free ventilation, and some mild expectorant. Dr. Newberry, of Flourtown, 
allowed his patients ice ad libitum, and found nothing so grateful to them, nor 
so efficient in allaying the thirst and irritability of stomach so often present 
before the eruption makes its appearance. Instead of checking the eruption, it 
was found often to appear soon after commencing with the use of the ice, and in 
some cases where the eruption had failed to appear under the sweating process. 
In no instance was injury found to result from its use. Dr. Corson, of Plymouth, 
has used cold drinks and cold sponging in the treatment of measles, since the 
year 1828, and with the best results. 

In the report from Northampton County it is stated that in the early part of 
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the summer of 1863 measles appeared in a mild form, very many of the cases 
presenting no bronchial symptoms. During the succeeding months some of 
those who had passed through these mild attacks were again attacked, and 
went through all the characteristic symptoms of the disease. 

Measles prevailed to only a slight extent in Philadelphia County. From the 
disease eighty-two deaths are reported to have occurred in 1863, twenty-seven 
less than in 1862, and eight more than in 1861. 

In the report from Westmoreland County, Dr. McGirr states that during the 
twelve months embraced in the report he treated ninety-two cases of measles; 
of these two died, one from typhoid pneumonia and one from cerebro-spinal 
meningitis, both occurring during convalescence, in patients under ten years of 
age. Dr. McGirr notices, as a remarkable circumstance, that those cases in 
which cold drinks were allowed had a more tedious convalescence, and were 
more liable to attacks of broncho-pneumonia. The treatment consisted in the 
administration of quinia^and opium, milk-punch, sudorifics of a non-depressing 
character, and a generous diet. Complications were met in the usual manner, 
while strict attention was given to supporting the patient’s strength. 

Notices of the occurrence of spotted fever are presented in the reports from 
Chester, Montgomery, Northampton, Philadelphia, Susquehanna, and West¬ 
moreland counties. 

In Chester County the disease appeared towards the close of the winter in 
1864. The greater number of the cases were in persons under eighteen years of 
age. Its greater prevalence among the young and in females is very generally 
noticed in the reports above mentioned; cases of it were by no means rare, 
however, in patients of a more advanced age, and in males. 

Dr. Oliver, of Coatesville, reports eight cases as occurring in his vicinity, all 
of which proved fatal. Four of the patients died within forty-eight hours, three 
lasted five days, and one two weeks. The disease was invariably ushered in by 
“ chills, vomiting, and pain and rigidity of the posterior cervical muscles, accom¬ 
panied with evidences of great prostration.” Light-brown blotches were appa¬ 
rent from the first; they grew darker after death. The treatment consisted of 
tonics, counter-irritants to the spine, the warm bath, and terebinthinate embro¬ 
cations. 

Dr. Leedom, of Montgomery, remarks, in relation to the treatment of spotted 
fever, that, having found cathartics, sinapisms, blisters, and internal stimulants 
unavailing, he resorted to a combination of calomel and opium, with good results. 
To a girl fifteen years of age he gave one grain of opium and two grains of calo¬ 
mel every hour for eleven hours in succession, when, some soreness of the mouth 
appearing, the calomel was omitted, while the opium, in half-grain doses, was 
continued every two hours until the dorsal muscles began to relax, and then at 
longer intervals. After the backward curvature of the spine had disappeared, 
and the patient could bend forward without inconvenience, the opium was dis¬ 
continued, and the cure completed by the administration of from two to four 
grains daily of sulphate of quinia, with a nourishing diet. Dr. Eeid, of the 
same county, speaks favourably, in cases of spotted fever, of active irritation 
of the extremities, stomach, and spine, by sinapisms, of cold to the head, and 
keeping the patient completely under the influence of anodynes until the first 
stage of the disease is past, when tonics and stimulants will be proper. Dr. 
Greene, of Northampton County, tells us that the treatment pursued in his 
vicinity was a free use of alcoholic stimulants, quinia, iron, with sinapisms and 
blisters to the spine and extremities, and morphia and other preparations of 
opium to quiet nervous excitement and procure sleep when the patients were 
wakeful. Of twenty-eight cases thus treated, six died, and two were still under 
treatment. 

In the report from Philadelphia County is given an account of the disease as 
it occurred in certain portions of the county, with a notice of its relationship 
with other similar epidemics observed in the Eastern States, at different periods 
during the earlier years of the present century, with a few cases, in detail, of the 
disease, illustrative of its usual features and course when terminating favourably. 

It is stated, in the report from Westmoreland County, that Dr. James McCo- 
naughy, in his report to the county society, referred to a case treated by him, 
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in conjunction with Dr. Anawalt, Surgeon 11th Reg. P. V., in which ten grains 
of quinia and one of morphia were given at intervals of one or two hours, until 
three doses were taken, with “a salutary” result. This heroic practice is said, 
on the authority of Dr. Anawalt, to be that pursued in the army. From his 
further experience with it, Dr. McC. is led to believe that it is the one best 
adapted to the disease. 

In all the reports in which mention is made of spotted fever, its close resem¬ 
blance to cerebro-spinal meningitis is noticed; its non-contagious character 
is also very generally asserted, as well as its occurrence for the most part in the 
young, its sudden onset, and its rapidly fatal course in the larger number of the 
more violent cases. 

In the report from Indiana County an account is given of an epidemic of 
Cerebro-spinal Meningitis which prevailed in that county during the year 1863 
and the first five months of 1864. It generally made its onset suddenly, with pain 
of head and vomiting, soon followed by pain in the back, dyspnoea, distressed 
expression of countenance, and delirium. The pulse, in the majority of cases, 
was at first small and frequent. In the commencement of severe attacks the 
surface was usually cold. There was early delirium, great jactitation, followed 
by moaning. Pupils either contracted or dilated. There was often ophthalmia, 
with intolerance of light and of sound; sometimes insensibility to light, with deaf¬ 
ness. Usually there was thirst, constipation, and suspension of the secretions 
generally. The muscles of the neck became early contracted, drawing the head 
backwards, or sometimes a little to one side; occasionally there was rigidity of 
the entire tract of spinal muscles. Many thus attacked died within from twelve 
to thirty-six hours. In other cases complaint was made for several days of light¬ 
ness of head, debility, loss of appetite, general soreness of the body, with occa¬ 
sional sharp local pains. Occasionally symptoms of pneumonia or pleurisy were 
present for a few hours, when there occurred a sudden transition of pain and 
suffering to the abdomen, bowels, kidneys, or brain. These pseudo-inflammatory 
phenomena sometimes lasted for days. The patient had a wild, vacant air; 
answered questions incoherently. Pressure along the spine detected tender 
spots, of which the patient had not been conscious. After a few days the pa¬ 
tient presented a distressed and delirious aspect, when stupor would set in, and 
gradually increase in intensity. There was generally moaning, with restlessness. 
The slightest touch often caused the patient to complain. Intense, continued 
coma was generally a fatal symptom. 

Individuals of all ages and sexes were liable to an attack, but the disease was 
confined chiefly to unmarried females between sixteen and twenty-five years of 
age. In some cases petechias and rose-coloured spots appeared. 

Recovery was very slow. The stomach would often bear sufficient nourish¬ 
ment, and the bowels be regular, and yet emaciation go on to an extreme extent, 
though the face were, at the same time, full, and the features natural. 

The treatment pursued was rather heroic. 

Diphtheria appears to have prevailed, to a greater or less extent, very gene¬ 
rally throughout those portions of the State from which reports were received. 
From the observations furnished by different practitioners we gain but little 
additional light upon the causation, the pathological nature, and the treatment 
of the disease. It was found to prevail alike at all seasons; under all meteoro¬ 
logical conditions; in all localities, city and country, low and elevated ; in both 
sexes, and in individuals of almost every age. In Indiana County the mortality 
from diphtheria is said to have been the same, or nearly so, in every locality. 
In Philadelphia County the deaths caused by the disease were one-third larger 
than in 1862, while they fell sixty-eight short of those in 1861. Most of those 
who give us their experience in respect to the treatment of diphtheria state that 
only the mildest applications to the throat proved beneficial; caustic aDd all 
irritating applications are pointedly objected to. In the report from Mont¬ 
gomery County strong testimony is borne, by the leading physicians of the 
county, based on personal and extended experience, to the curative effects, in 
cases of diphtheria, of the application of cold water and ice to the throat, both 
internally and externally. 

Erysipelas appears to have prevailed to a considerable extent in most of the 
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counties from which reports were received. In some neighbourhoods it assumed 
the character of an epidemic, though it was in general of a mild type, and 
productive of but a slight mortality; in certain sections, however, it exhibited 
great severity, and when attacking the face, mouth, tongue, and fauces, most 
generally terminated fatally. 

Smallpox also is mentioned as a prevalent disease in nearly all of the reports 
received. In Philadelphia County 171 deaths from it are recorded as occurring 
during the year 1863; in 1862 the deaths from the disease were,264; and in 
1861, 758; showing its rapidly decreasing prevalence, which is attributed to the 
subsidence of the epidemic variolous influence, the reduced number of the un¬ 
protected, and to the increased attention paid to vaccination and revaccination. 
Wherever these have been faithfully and extensively performed, the reports 
comprised in the volume of Transactions under notice furnish ample evidence 
of their power to prevent the extension of smallpox amid the community at 
large, or beyond the house into which it has been unfortunately introduced by 
fomites or personal contagion. 

In respect to revaccination , it is very correctly stated, in the report from 
Chester County, that too much carelessness has been evinced in determining 
the validity of the second operation. If matter is introduced into the arm of 
such as are reputed to have been previously vaccinated, and no pain is felt or 
redness exhibited at the seat of the puncture, it is taken for granted that the 
first operation had been successful, and the protection furnished by it from the 
variolous infection complete. Such negative result, it is remarked, proves 
nothing further than a lack of insertion success; the only positive evidence of 
the virus having reached the blood is furnished by an occurrence of itching and 
redness at the place where the virus was inserted. These phenomena are the 
invariable indices of successful revaccination, however frequently performed. 

In the report from Bradford County, for 1862, reference is m#de to the occur¬ 
rence in the vaccinated of severe erysipelatous inflammation of the arm, termi¬ 
nating in some instances fatally, and dependent evidently upon some prevailing 
morbific condition of the atmosphere; while in 1863 no such result was observed 
in the vaccinations performed in certain of the neighbourhoods where it was 
observed in 1862, in other neighbourhoods the local affection resulting from the 
introduction of the vaccine virus, even when known to be of a good quality, 
generally, in the course of a week, assumed an erysipelatous character, and 
spread to different parts of the arm, and occasionally a similar inflammation 
occurred upon the face. In other cases the vaccination assumed an appearance 
like that of crusta lactea. In other instances, again, the vaccination went on 
without accident until the period when the scab was about to separate, when an 
eruption would occur about the pock and at various other places, continuing 
for weeks in maturing and scaling off, and then making its appearance at some 
other spot. From the middle of February to'the first of May this peculiar con¬ 
dition attendant upon vaccination was witnessed in many parts of the county. 

Pneumonia, Bronchitis and Pleurisy were prevalent diseases in those por¬ 
tions of the State of Pennsylvania from which reports were furnished. From 
several counties we have startling statements in regard to the treatment of these 
diseases. In the report from Bradford County Dr. Allen says: “My cases of 
pneumonia and pleurisy did well under the free use of brandy or whiskey, quinine 
and the essence of beef—a practice which I dared not have attempted a few 
years ago.” In the reportfroin Chester County we are told that “ pneumonia and 
catarrhal affections were frequent during the cold weather of the winter of 1863- 
64, but were very amenable to treatment. In no case was the lancet or vera- 
trum viride employed, but stimulants, opiates, and blisters, with the occasional 
use of ipecacuanha, comprised the entire treatment of the vast majority of cases. 
In instances of protracted hepatization, the oil of turpentine was administered 
externally and internally, with invariably beneficial results.” 

In the report from Montgomery County, Dr. Newberry remarks that he had had 
what might be termed an epidemic of pneumonia, prevailing in the early months 
of 1864. It affected both adults and children, but especially the latter. The 
attacks were generally severe, and often complicated with affections of the 
brain. “ The type was of a low character, needing stimulants early. In many 
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cases tinct. verat. viride had a most happy effect, while in others it was useless.” 
Dr. Shoemaker, in the same report, speaks of a disease he calls epidemic ca¬ 
tarrh, which prevailed in his neighbourhood about the same time as that spoken 
of by Dr. N., which attacked almost everybody. There was much inflammation 
of the fauces and tonsils, with ulceration of the latter. All those attacked got 
well under the ordinary treatment for catarrh. Dr. Vanartsdale, also in the 
same report, says that pneumonia prevailed to some extent within the circle of 
his practice, in persons of all ages. It was of nearly all grades, but mostly in¬ 
flammatory, and requiring an antiphlogistic treatment. 

In the report from Westmoreland County, the prevalence of bronchial diseases 
is noticed. Dr. McGirr remarks that a large proportion of the cases of measles 
were followed by pneumonia. He himself treated, during the year ending May 
1st, 1864, 131 cases of pneumonia, with 7 deaths. One from pneumonia after 
scarlatina, two after measles, two after hooping-cough, and one uncomplicated. 
The first five of these fatal cases were in patients under ten years of age. Only 
one of the cases was bled. In this the congestion of the lungs had become so 
great from neglect, when first seen, and the danger so imminent, that suffoca¬ 
tion was feared before relief could be obtained, even by the lancet. The patient 
recovered, after a protracted convalescence. The usual treatment was by qui¬ 
nine and opium, with free counter-irritation by blisters and croton oil liniment. 
Expectorants and sudorifices of nitre and ipecacuanha or Dover’s powder, were 
administered with veratrum viride, and, as soon as possible, an actively sup¬ 
porting treatment. 

In the same report Dr. McNeil remarks that the symptoms of pneumonia, as it 
prevailed in his section of country, were not attended by the same high degree of 
fever as is usually the case. There was less heat, a less frequent and tense pulse. 
Usually the form of the disease was low and insidious; it often followed in the 
progress of measles or other disease; the breathing became hurried, the thirst 
increased, the pulse accelerated, and an expectoration of the characteristic 
rusty sputa took place. In most of his cases of typhoid fever secondary pneu¬ 
monia set in as soon as the primary disease began to decline. Hooping-cough, 
and most of the cases of ordinary catarrh run into “ the semi-inflammatory” 
broncho-pneumonia. The duration of the disease was often protracted to two 
or four weeks. Its subjects were mostly persons between the ages of two to 
eighteen or twenty years. The old were seldom attacked. The treatment con¬ 
sisted principally of counter-irritation, ipecacuanha, nitre, and preparations of 
prunus virginiana internally; veratum viride and tartar emetic were found to 
have been too depressing in their effects. “ Time, good nursing, and cheerful 
temper, contributed much to a final recovery, which took place sooner or later.” 

Hooping-Cough prevailed to a greater or less extent in most parts of the 
State heard from. We learu from the reports under consideration nothing new 
in relation to its pathology or therapeutics ; we may except, however, the re¬ 
marks of Dr. Green, of Northampton Go., on the curative effects of bromide of 
ammonium in its treatment. It was prescribed by him in 30 cases, and in all 
stages of the disease. In some instances in a few days after the taking of a 
single dose the disease ceased. The remedy was given in doses of from two to 
six grains three times a day, in mint or cinnamon water and syrup. The great 
advantages attending the remedy are its prompt and decided action upon the 
disease, its perfect safety, and not unpleasant taste. 

The remainder of the diseases referred to in the reports comprising the volume 
of Transactions of the Pennsylvania Slate Medical Society, were only of occa¬ 
sional and very restricted occurrence, familiar in their characters, regular in 
their course, and amenable to the ordinary plans of treatment. Two or three 
surgical cases of some interest occur; the space we have already occupied 
prevents us, however, from presenting an analysis of these, or any notice of the 
biographical sketches appended to one or two of the county reports. 

Before concluding our notice of the Pennsylvania Transactions we desire 1o 
call the attention of our readers to the very instructive paper appended to the 
report from Montgomery, “ On the External Application of Ice to the Throat 
as a Remedy in Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria,” by Dr. Hiram Corson. The facts 
adduced in this paper are such as to encourage physicians to resort promptly and 
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freely to the use, in proper cases, of one of the most effective and at the same 
time simple and manageable remedies we possess in nearly all acute inflamma¬ 
tory affections, in whatever tissue or region of the body they may be seated. 

3. The Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of New York open 
with an address from the President, Dr. Daniel P. Bissell, of Utica. The sub¬ 
ject of the address is Medical Progress. Though a somewhat hackneyed one, 
it is treated By Dr. Bissell with great ability and spirit. His remarks throughout 
exhibit a just appreciation of the importance of scientific medicine and the pro¬ 
gress it is constantly making in all its departments ; thus extending its useful¬ 
ness and confirming its foundation in the confidence of the public. 

Following the address is a somewhat elaborate paper, by Dr. Edward Segnin, 
on Idiocy ; its diagnosis, and its treatment by the physiological method; with sug¬ 
gestions on the application of this method to the treatment of certain diseases, 
and to education in the public schools. The subject of this paper is one that 
commends itself not merely to the medical profession, but to every parent, every 
philanthropist, and every enlightened legislator. The success that has attended 
the labours of the few who have attempted the eliciting of a useful amount of 
mental power in children unfortunately born with a defective mental develop¬ 
ment, and thus to increase their powers of enjoyment and usefulness, has been 
such as to warrant the hope that by close attention to the study of idiocy and 
its removable causes, more effectual means for its amelioration than those we 
now possessed may hereafter be discovered and brought into successful opera¬ 
tion. 

The remarks of Dr. Seguin on the diagnosis of idiocy in its several degrees, 
will be read with deep interest and profit by both the professional and unpro¬ 
fessional reader. His suggestions in reference to the necessity of a proper 
system of physiological training for the pupils in our public schools are pertinent 
and full of truth. The serious consequences resulting from the want of such a 
system are often overlooked entirely, or, if suspected, are scarcely appreciated to 
their fullest extent by either parents or teachers. “ Everything convinces us,” 
says Dr. Seguin, ‘‘that the senses—all the senses—have a claim to their full 
development, not only because it is by such development alone that the human 
instrument can be brought up to its full measure of harmonious action, but 
because the senses thus cultivated and trained, will bring to the soul a far more 
bountiful share of enjoyment, for we consider the senses as ‘the doors through 
which ideas and images enter the mind and come out of it.’ When we are able 
to apply these principles to the solidification of the youth of the nation—to the 
adaptation of our men and women to the sancity of labour and of the national 
defence ; to the intellectualization of the senses, we shall then begin to under¬ 
stand what the training of the mind in the future must be—of how little import¬ 
ance it is, that new objects should be brought into the study, but how absolute 
the necessity that every intellectual faculty—we consider them as functions— 
should be cultivated and made to produce the most abundant intellectual 
harvest.” 

The next paper is a prize essay by Dr. A. N. Bell on the extent of the protec¬ 
tion afforded by vaccination, and the danger of communicating other diseases by 
the operation. After an examination of' the more prominent facts bearing upon 
the first of these questions, Dr. Bell believes the following to be the conclusions 
to which they clearly lead. 1st. That smallpox and cowpox are in their nature 
identical. 2d. That vaccination confers a strong protective power against 
epidemic diseases generally and smallpox in particular. Against death from 
smallpox, the protection it affords is almost perfect. 3d. That of those who 
have never been vaccinated, or have not had unmodified smallpox, 20 per cent, 
are not, while 80 per cent, are liable to an attack of unmodified smallpox, and 
to the same extent are susceptible to the protection afforded by perfect vaccina¬ 
tion. 4th. Of those who have had an attack of unmodified smallpox, about 43 
per cent, will be found wholly protected from a second attack at adult age, while 
57 per cent, are liable to an attack in some form or other. 5th. Of those who 
present marks of a successful vaccination, 40.5 per cent, are perfectly protected, 
while 59.5 per cent, are susceptible to varioloid and to the protection of success- 
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ful revaccination. 6th. That the degree of protection afforded by an attack of 
unmodified smallpox, from a subsequent attack of variola is only 2.5 per cent, 
greater than the protection afforded by vaccination. This slight proportion in 
favour of the protective power of smallpox may be reasonably attributed to 
spurious or to defective vaccination from a variety of causes. 7. Of adults with 
imperfect evidences of vaccination only 23 per cent, will be found protected, 
while 77 per cent, are susceptible to smallpox in its unmodified or modified form. 
8th. The liability to varioloid after ten years of age, in those vaccinated when 
under three years of age, and the increased liability again from fifteen to twenty- 
five years of age, proves that, in general, protection by vaccination under twenty- 
five years of age is complete for about seven years only; while by vaccination 
after twenty-five years of age, the protection afforded is complete for a greater 
length of time, proportionate to the age of the individual when vaccinated. 
9th. Protection is known to be complete only when the attempt at revaccination 
with pure active vaccine virus fails. 

As to the danger of communicating other diseases with vaccinia. Dr. Bell 
concludes, that “with carefully taken lymph, or with a scab from the perfect 
vaccine vesicle, there is no danger of communicating other diseases." 

Had we the time and space to adduce all the facts which are upon record 
bearing upon the questions discussed by Dr. B., we should be able, we think, to 
show that these by no means bear out all the conclusions arrived at by him. We 
would only remark here, that the possibility of communicating other diseases by 
vaccination is established by repeated observations, the accuracy of which can 
admit of no doubt, consequently the necessity of choosing a perfectly healthy 
child from which to procure matter for subsequent vaccinations should be 
strongly impressed upon the mind of every physician, lest, in his attempt to 
guard the system against one formidable malady, he inoculate it with another, 
more insidious in its operation, but not less destructive. 

On the Food of Cities is the title of the next article. It is from the pen of 
Dr. S. M. Percy. The questions as to the wholesome quality of the food of 
cities, and the several causes which tend to the impairment of its nutritive quali¬ 
ties, or to its utter deterioration, so that it is rendered not merely inadequate 
or unfit for nourishment, but converted absolutely into a direct source of severe 
disease, are all important. They claim the attention not simply of the physician 
in his study of the etiology and prevention of disease, but of every head of a 
family, of every individual in fact, and call upon the municipal legislatures to 
devise means to keep out of the reach both of rich and poor such articles of 
food, more especially such as, without necessarily offending the senses, shall be 
proved to be injurious to the health of those who partake of them. 

In the paper of Dr. Percy will be found much that has a direct and important 
bearing upon some of the questions involved in the general subject of which it 
treats ; but without exhausting even these, much less following out in all their 
bearings the important matters pertaining to the wholesomeness of the food 
supplied to the inhabitants of our larger cities. 

Art. V. Disinfection. By Dr. A. N. Bell. After an examination of some of 
the leading substances that have been employed as disinfectants, Dr. B. arrives 
at the following conclusions :— 

“ 1. The various compounds, including chlorine and the salts which evolve it, 
hitherto used as disinfectants, have generally failed in their purpose; and pro¬ 
bably because of the organic and non-gaseous nature of the virus which it is 
essential to destroy. 

“2. That inasmuch as a temperature of 140° Fahrenheit, which coagulates 
albumen, if kept up for forty-eight hours, effectually disinfects the worst fomites, 
we have in this fact alone strong evidence of the identity of virus with organic 
matter. 

“ 3. That the necessary degree of heat for disinfection may be applied in some 
form to almost every article of commerce or apparel liable to the virus of infec¬ 
tion or contagion, without injury. 

“ 4. That the examples furnished are an amply sufficient guide for the appli¬ 
cation of heat under the most variable circumstances.” 

Art. VI. Glycogenic Function of the Liver. By H. Townsend, M. D. The 
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physiological portion of this paper is introductory to the account of a case in 
which the existence of sugar in the human liver was demonstrated in the autopsy 
of a man, thirty-five years of age, of a robust, well-developed frame, who, in the 
midst of entire health, was killed in a fray, almost instantly, by a ball shot from 
a pistol through his heart. The presence of sugar in the liver was detected by 
Kletzinski’s cupro-potassique test, as well as by Trommer’s test and the others 
in more common use. 

Art. VII. Analysis of Blood Stains, a means of detecting Crime. By Pr. J 
Towler. A most interesting case in which Pr. T. decided that certain blood 
stains on a woollen cloth were not those from the blood of an ox, which they 
were asserted to have been by the person of whose dress the stained cloth formed 
a part, and who was accused of murder. The decision of Pr. T. was based 
mainly, if not entirely, upon the size of the corpuscles after they had been 
restored to their proper bulk by the endosmosis of water. The fact that the 
stains in question were those of human blood, and not that of an ox, was proved 
by the confession of the accused after his conviction by a jury. 

Art. VIII. Toxicological Contribution. By Pr. W. Manlius Smith. The 
article embraces the history of two cases of poisoning which fell under the 
observation of the writer. The first from arsenic contained in bread eaten by 
an entire family of five or six persons. All recovered. The chief symptoms 
produced by the poisoned bread wore sickness, vomiting, and abdominal pain. 
These all disappeared within a few days. The bread had a peculiar and dis¬ 
agreeable taste—slightly astringent, and at the same time moderately acrid. 

The second case was that of a female poisoned by strychnine. Clear indica¬ 
tions of the presence of strychnine were detected in the contents of the stomach, 
and also in the liver of the deceased, about a fortnight after the body had been 
interred, in both cases, by the colour tests, and in the first by the physiological 
action of the poisoned fluids on frogs. 

Art. IX. Spinal Irritation, or the Causes of Backache among American 
Women. By Pr. Chas. F. Taylor. The term spinal irritation, so commonly 
applied of late years as an explanation of the spinal pain and uneasiness, and 
the often attendant general nervous symptoms, Pr. T. condemns, and we think 
very properly, as indicative of no existing lesion, of no pathological condition, 
but as vague, indefinite, and incomprehensible. He has endeavoured to show 
that the whole category of symptoms to which the term spinal irritation has been 
applied, from the simple persistent backache to the extremest sensibility, intole¬ 
rant of the slightest touch, is entirely muscular, wherever localized, aod results 
wholly from a peculiarly susceptible condition of the nervous system in certain 
constitutions. 

The cause of this neuristhenia in the American female is referred mainly to 
the improper condition in which Bhe is placed in reference to her domestic, 
educational, and social culture, by which every portion of the girl’s being, from 
infancy upwards, is made subordinate to the intellectual and the emotional, while 
the organic system is left almost entirely out of sight. The result of this one¬ 
sided development is an assemblage of organs scarcely able to perform their 
respective functions, and a nervous system especially apt to translate the 
normal exercise of the functions of nearly all the organs into the language of 
distress, if not of pain, rather than that of comfort or pleasure, which is the 
normal result of a well-balanced coudition of the several parts of the organism 
between themselves, and as a whole. In such constitutions we meet with pain¬ 
ful digestion, neuralgia, dysmenorrhoea, headache, etc., and still more commonly 
muscular uneasiuess, soreness and pain not only of the muscles of the back, but 
of any particular muscle or group of muscles which from any cause is subjected 
to greater stress than the rest, or to what it is ordinarily used. The most 
sensitive portion of any muscle is at its musculo-tendinous union. Those mus¬ 
cles which are most frequently brought into play, and have at the same time 
the greatest weight to sustain, will be those most commonly and severely 
affected. This is true of the muscles of the back, which are, likewise, subjected 
to the greatest abuse from incorrect and inconsiderate habits of life; a pro¬ 
longed sedentary position ; improperly constructed chairs and lounges; improper 
couches and beds for repose at night; improper dresses; high-heeled shoes, etc. 
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Dr. T. is very pointed in his animadversions on the narrow view of female 
pathology, which sees only uterine disease in every woman who complains of 
pain in the lower part of the back, and especially that disposition,.too often 
manifested of late, to consider every, even the slightest, dislocation of the womb 
the origin and sole cause of all the symptoms which may happen to exist in any 
and every part of the female body. 

In respect to the treatment of the backache and other muscular uneasiness 
and pain to which females of a morbidly exalted nervous susceptibility are liable, 
Dr. T. remarks as follows: “We must first rest our patients—curtail the expen¬ 
diture of the nervous force—and then begin our muscular exercise in the most 
careful and judicious manner. It makes little practical difference whether fee¬ 
bleness of bodily organs has been engendered by enervating habits, neglect of 
physical exercise when young, or by other causes, we have to treat the patient 
as we find her, and it is not the absolute, but the relative activity of the nervous 
and organic systems which constitutes the condition these patients present. Our 
object is to correct this disproportionate action. While we do it, and in order 
to do it, we must keep the expenditure of nervous force at its lowest point. All 
care and mental occupation, further than the merest amusement, must be tem¬ 
porarily thrown off, and even the ordinary occupations, though not in them¬ 
selves harmful, had better be for the time set aside. And for the reason that 
gymnastics or other adequate muscular exercises require a large expenditure of 
nervous force, we must use such exercises as can be taken with very little such 
expenditure. This is the rule; how completely it shall be applied in a given 
case, will of course depend on the circumstances of that case.” 

“In the treatment of a case of so-called ‘spinal irritation,’ or backache, ac¬ 
cording to the physiological views just expressed, we must secure three condi¬ 
tions, in the order in which they are named : 1st. A temporary diminution of the 
loss of nervous force, by curtailing the action of the brain and nervous system. 
2d. Rest for the relatively over-used muscles of the back. 3d. Exercise of the 
whole muscular system, in order to increase organic development out of mate¬ 
rial saved.” 

For a full account of the plan of treatment, and the mechanical appliances 
suggested by Dr. 1'., by which the muscles are to be exercised without unduly 
fatiguing the nerves, we must refer our readers to the paper before us, where 
they are fully illustrated by drawings, and their results, by the history of several 
cases, given in detail. 

Art. X. Case of Traumatic Hemorrhage following Tracheotomy , arising from 
the imperfect form of the tracheal tubes used; with remarks on the Treatment 
of Croup hy Inhalation of Steam: illustrated by cases. By Dr. Lewis A. Sayre. 
The reader can only form a correct conception of the improvement in the tra¬ 
cheal tube suggested by Dr. S., and its advantages, by consulting the drawings 
which accompany his paper. In respect to the inhalation of steam as a remedy 
in croup, Dr. S. admits there is nothing novel; but he believes that the ineffec¬ 
tual manner in which such inhalation has been attempted to be accomplished 
heretofore, is the main cause why so little good has resulted from it. He pro¬ 
poses to fill the entire chamber occupied by the patient with steam, keeping up 
a constant temperature there of from 85° to 90°. By adopting this plan the 
patient, in any position he assumes, is compelled, so long as he breathes, to inhale 
the heated vapour. The maintaining of the latter constantly at a temperature 
of 85° to 90° Fahr. is. according to Dr. S., all-important; otherwise the exuda¬ 
tion from the mucous membrane will be so viscid and tenacious as to adhere to 
the trachea and cause suffocation; whereas at the temperature indicated, the 
inhaled vapour renders the exudation more liquid and easy of expectoration. 
By the adoption of Dr. S.’s method in the early stages of croup, the formation 
of false membrane, he states, will be prevented, the fluid state in which the 
exudation is kept rendering it easy of expectoration. 

If the case be not seen until the trachea has become nearly closed, and suffo¬ 
cation is imminent, we may then be obliged to perform tracheotomy to give 
immediate relief, but the inhalation of warm vapour must be still kept up in 
order to prevent a new formation of membrane. “ Even in the most formidable 
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cases,” remarks Dr. S., “ we may sometimes effect a resolution by the free inhala¬ 
tion of steam without an operation.” 

Art. XI. Compound and Comminuted Gunshot Fractures of the Thigh , and 
the means for their transportation. By Dr. J. Swinburne, of Albany. Thi3 
paper is full of instruction to the army surgeon. A very ingenious plan is 
suggested by which, in cases of fractures of the thigh, a system of extension is 
carried into immediate effect by making the stretcher upon which the patient is 
placed to be conveyed from the field an effectual splint. How this is done can 
only be understood by consulting the description given by Dr. S. in connection 
with the diagram by which it is accompanied. Transportation is by this plan 
rendered easy and comfortable, the evils resulting from splints and bandages 
obviated, while the fracture can be treated until it is well upon the stretcher, 
even without an hospital tent. 

Appended to the paper of Dr. S. are, first, an exposition of the nature of the 
injuries which demand amputation, and, second, rules for excision of joints and 
simple fracture of the shaft of the long bones. 

Art. XII. History of a case in which a series of plastic operations were suc¬ 
cessfully performed for the restoration of the right half of the upper lip and 
adjacent portions of the cheek and nose. By Dr. Gurdon Buck. A most 
instructive case showing to what an extent a well-devised and skilfully-performed 
plastic operation, in cases of deformity of the face resulting from injury or dis¬ 
ease, is capable, even under apparently unfavourable circumstances, of improving 
the personal appearance and otherwise benefiting the patient.* 

Art. XIII. Case of Impalement of the Vagina. By Dr. 0. White. A 
young married woman, twenty-two years old, on descending a dark staircase, 
was thrown upon her back and caused to slide downwards upon the handle 
of a brush which rested upon the stairs, and inclined upwards. The handle 
was four feet long, one inch in diameter, and having a blunt rounded extremity. 
This handle entered the vagina without wounding or bruising the external parts, 
and passed up the canal for three and a half to four inches, when it penetrated 
the left side of its wall and entered the cavity of the abdomen, until from nine 
and a half to perhaps.twelve inches of the handle, with the suspension cord 
running through it, were within the body, the patient feeling it under the short 
ribs of the left side. On introducing the finger, the hole in the wall of the 
vagina through which the handle had passed was distinctly felt, at a point on 
the left side, and as high up as the finger could reach. With comparatively 
little suffering and no untoward symptoms, at the end of thirteen months from 
the occurrence of the accident, the patient was in the enjoyment of good health. 

The histories of two other cases of impalement per vaginam- are referred to—- 
both published originally in this journal in the year 1858. 

“ The fact, common to all these cases,” remarks Dr. W., “ that there was little 
or no injury to the soft parts, is a remarkable one. That they should all have 
recovered from their terrible wounds is still more astonishing, and when taken 
into consideration with the very considerable number of recorded cases of 
impalements into, and transfixions through other parts of the body, from which 
the unhappy sufferers have recovered, is calculated to encourage the profes¬ 
sional man in attendance upon such an accident to persevere in the most 
assiduous attentions and faithful ministrations, in the hope that, in conjunction 
with the recuperative powers of nature, he may thus restore to health his dread¬ 
fully afflicted and suffering patient. 

“ How much the favourable termination of these cases may be owing to the 
hemorrhage that follows the reception of the wound, acting as a preventive of 
any high degree of inflammatory action, and to the location of the wound itself, 
in the most depending part of the body, or of the great cavities that have been 
penetrated, by which the blood, as well as the discharge after the hemorrhage 
has ceased, finds, by its own gravity, a free exit, instead of remaining behind, 
as a cause of local and constitutional irritation, Dr. W. leaves to others of 
greater surgical experience than himself to decide.” 

Art. XIV. Report, of a Case of Gunshot Wound of some standing ; extraction 
of a bullet lodged in the femur. By Dr. A. B. Shipman. The case is an inter¬ 
esting one, and peculiar, showing the penetration of the os femoris by a minie 
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ball, without splintering or fracturing it. The portion struck was near the 
centre, on a line from the base of the trochanter major to that of the minor. A 
curious circumstance connected with the case was the bed of the ball in the 
substance of the bone being lined with a membranous smooth, tough cyst, 
protecting the bony surface from the direct pressure of the ball. 

Art. XV. Ligature of the Subclavian Artery. By Dr. J. H. Armsby. This 
case will be found related in our No. for April last, p. 564. 

Art. XVI. Address delivered before the RocMand County Medical Society , 
by its President, Dr. M. 0. Hasbrouck. The subject of the address is a most 
important one, being a brief examination of the following questions: First, 
What are the scientific principles of the medical profession at the present day ? 
Second, In what relation do they stand to practical medicine, or medical art ? 
These questions are discussed with no little ability. The general conclusions 
of Dr. H. are throughout particularly sound. 

Art. XVII. Abstract of the Annual Address read before the Chenango Medi¬ 
cal Society , Jan. 12th, 1864, by Dr. J. T. Jameson. The theme of Dr. J. is the 
revolutions of medicine in the forward or backward direction. On this subject 
he speaks out boldly, and we think wisely and pertinently. 

Art. XVIII. Address before the Medical Society of the County of Albany, by 
'its President, Dr. H. Townsend. The subject discussed by Dr. T., is very 
nearly the same as that of the preceding address, though handled in a some¬ 
what different manner, but leading to very similar conclusions. The following 
aphorisms embody important truths never to be lost sight of by the practi¬ 
tioner of medicine. “ It is not the administering a medicine and withholding a 
stimulant, or prescribing a stimulant and withholding the medicine, which is 
to effect a cure, but it is the prescribing or withholding them judiciously, 
which is to bring about the favourable result. 

“ A medicine is anything that will cure, it is not necessarily a drug, nor is it 
necessarily a stimulant, but it is either one of these when judiciously employed, 
so as to combat or control disease. 

“ The effort of the physician to overcome disease should be. not to adopt a 
favorite theory, or follow a brilliant mode of practice, but to thoroughly pre¬ 
pare himself by cautious observation, reflection and study, so as to be enabled 
to decide upon the most philosophic and sensible course in the treatment not 
only of each particular disease, but of every modification of such disease, as it 
may differently present itself in different individuals.” 

Art. XIX. On the True Indications for the Employment of Stimulants in 
Continued Fever. By Dr. J. Hanbury Smith. A very sensible paper, but pre¬ 
senting few if any suggestions of an especially novel character. 

Art. XX. Therapeutics of Chloride of Ammonium. By Dr. J. B. Learning. 
In this paper Dr. L. presents us with a sketch of his experience in favour of 
the remedial powers of the muriate of ammonia in faceache, and other forms of 
neuralgia, in hemicrania, in the low muttering delirium observed in cases of ty¬ 
phus fever, in scarlatina, in sunstroke, in epidemic cholera, in croup, in diph¬ 
theria, in pneumonia and sub-acute pleurisy, in congestions of the brain, in the 
acute meningitis of children, in tubercular disease, especially of the lungs. In 
scarlet fever, cholera, croup, diphtheria, Dr. L. is in the habit of combining the 
muriate of ammonia with chlorate of potassa. We recommend the paper under 
consideration to the attention of our readers. From a very extensive use of the 
muriate of ammonia in the diseases of the throat, and of the respiratory mem¬ 
brane generally, we hold it to be one of our most effective remedies in these 
complaints. 

Art. XXI. On the Use of Bichromate of Potassa in the Treatment of Diph¬ 
theria. By Dr. J. (1. Orton. The doctor gives a list of 142 cases of diphtheria 
treated by the remedy, with only one death in a patient which had for six 
days previous to Dr. O.’s visit been under treatment by a homoeopath. His 
usual prescription was four grains of the bichromate of potassa in foqr ounces 
of pure water, given in doses of from one-half to a whole teaspoonful every 
thirty minutes, or until vomiting is induced, when it is to be given every two 
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hours. Patients under this treatment, we are told, usually recover in from 
three to ten days. 

Art. XXII. On The Mutually Antidotal Properties of Opium and Bella¬ 
donna. By Dr. H. S. Downs. The paper contains no original observations in 
confirmation of the reciprocal antidotal powers of these two substances. The 
writer says that he has witnessed the exhibition of such powers, but adduces 
only the observations and experiments of others in respect to the subject. 

Art. XXLII. On The Action of Mercury upon the Liver. By Dr. J. L. 
Brown. The following are the general conclusions to which Dr. B. believes the 
facts adduced by him lead: “We have seen,” he remarks, “in the first place, 
that the direct experiments of five different observers all tend to show that 
mercury does not increase the flow of the bile, but, on the contrary, rather 
diminishes it. We have found, in the second place, upon examining the symp¬ 
toms, and post-mortem appearances, in those exposed to the full action of 
this metal, that there is no evidence to show that the liver is ever involved, or 
that the secretion of bile is in any way'affected. We have found, in the third 
place, that the evidence generally adduced in proof of the specific action of the 
mercurials upon the liver, is fallacious; that the stools may present a bilious 
hue when there is no bile present; that they may be deficient in color when 
there is no hepatic derangement. In fine, that any conclusions drawn from a 
mere ocular inspection of the feces are entirely unreliable.” 

Art. XXIY.-XXY. Mortality of the City of Rochester for 1863, by Dr. H. 
H. Langworthy. Mortality of the City of New York, by Dr. Cyrus Ramsay. 
Both of these are valuable statistical papers; the latter especially, in which are 
presented the mortality statistics of one of our most populous and crowded 
cities, for a series of years, and the ratio of the deaths to the population com¬ 
pared with that of the chief cities of the United States and of Europe. We are 
furnished with tables, showing the gross number of deaths per week, for ten 
years, from 1853 to 1864; the deaths per week of adults and those of children 
during the same period—and the weekly deaths, also from diarrhoea. Then the 
deaths in adults, children, and infants, under one year of age, during different 
months and seasons, and from different diseases. Neither of these papers admit 
of any very satisfactory or useful analysis. The same remark may be made also 
in reference to the next paper—namely:— 

Art. XXYI. Summary of Seven Daily Observations of the Temperature, 
Moisture, Weiqht, Direction, and Condition of the Atmosphere for the Year 
1863, kept at the Eastern Dispensary, New York City. By Dr. J. P. Loines. 

Art. XXYII. Report of Committee on Medical and Surgical Statistics. By 
Dr. J. G. Orton. This report is one of progress, with the reasons for the non- 
appearance this year of a digest and classified tables of the medical and sur¬ 
gical observations of the profession in the several counties of New York. 

Art. XX YIII. Report of a Committee to confer with the Governor and Legis¬ 
lature of New York, in relation to the additional care of the sick and wounded 
soldiers from the State in the United States service, with the act of the Legis¬ 
lature providing for such additional relief, passed April 24, 1863. 

Art. XXIX. Report on the United States Pharmacopoeia of 1860. By Dr. 
Edward R„ Squibb, one of the Committee of Revision and Publication. This re¬ 
port presents a very full and most interesting exposition of the changes and re¬ 
visions which occur in the last centennial edition of the Pharmacopoeia, and the 
reasons which influenced the committee in their adoption. It admits of no 
analysis. 

-irt. XXX. Regimental Surgeons of the State of New York in the war of 
the rebellion, 1861-4, alphabetically arranged. By Dr. Sylvester D. Willard. 
The table gives the names, ages, place and date of graduation, term of practice, 
where and when appointed, and the changes which have occurred in l'espect to 
them; their deaths, resignations, dismissals, etc., and their present official re¬ 
lations. 

Art. XXXI. Extra Uterine Fodation. By Dr. 0. G. Badlan. The case re¬ 
lated by Dr. B. is not without interest. The actual source of the teeth, masses 
of hair, etc., occasionally found in abdominal tumors, is involved in much ob¬ 
scurity. The facts heretofore collected in respect to their origin throw but 
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little light upon the subject. The doctrine which attributes them to an im¬ 
perfect effort at foetation without the uterus is the most plausible, and yet there 
are many difficulties in the way of its implicit adoption. 

The remaining articles, after the announcement of the subject proposed for 
the prize essay of 1865, are occupied by notices of deceased members, abstract 
of proceedings of the annual session of 1864, lists of honorary and permanent 
members, honorary graduates of medicine upon the recommendation of the 
society, persons eligible for membership, permanent and honorary, etc. etc. 

D. P. C. 


Art. XIX. — Reports of American Hospitals for the Insane :—- 

1. Of the State Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester, Mass., for the fiscal year 

1862-63. 

2. Of the Butler Hospital, for the year 1863. 

3. Of the State Lunatic Asylum,, Utica, N. Y.,for the year 1863. 

4. Of the ( U. S.) Government Hospital, for the fiscal year 1862-63. 

5. Of the Southern Ohio Lunatic Asylum, for the fiscal year 1862-63. 

6. Of the Longview Asylum, for the fiscal year 1862-63. 

7. Of the Boston Lunatic Asylum, for the years 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862 and 

1863. 

1. The report for the fiscal year 1862-63 of the trustees of the State Lunatic 
Hospital, at Worcester, Mass., contains a history of that institution, one of the 
oldest State charities of the kind in the country. The report of the Superin¬ 
tendent is, as usual, one of the most elaborate of its kind; but it does not 
contain so much matter adapted to our wants, as a provider for the Journal, as 
some of its predecessors. 



Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Patients in hospital Oct. 1, 1862 

. 200 

196 

396 

Admitted in the course of the year . 

. 114 

101 

215 

Whole number .... 

. 314 

297 

611 

Discharged, including deaths 

. 117 

95 

212 

Remaining, Sept. 30, 1863 

. 197 

202 

399 

Of the discharged, there were cured 

51 

53 

104 

Died. 

16 

14 

30 


“Of the deaths which occurred during the year, six were from general paralysis, 
nine from consumption, six from epilepsy, two from exhaustion, consequent 
upon maniacal excitement, and two from general decay of the vital powers and 
a premature old age, and two others, females, died without any apparent disease. 
They were each nearly ninety years of age.” 

Dr. Bemis writes as follows upon the subject of medical treatment:— 

“ The use of the warm bath, an occasional purgative and sedative, have been 
of service in producing quiet and repose in the early stages of acute mania, and 
in the paroxysms of periodical mania; while cold sponge baths, tonics, stimu¬ 
lants, and above all good diet, and active out-door exercise, have been found to 
give great relief to patients suffering from chronic mania. Cod-liver oil and 
stimulants have, in some cases, raised the standard of health in demented 
patients of feeble constitutions, where there was sluggishness of circulation, 
coldness of the extremities, and lividity of the surface.” 

Since the beginning of the war, and the consequent appreciation in price of 
all the articles of household consumption, the subject of the employment of the 
insane has attracted more attention and been more discussed, in some quarters, 
than at any anterior time. At the Worcester Hospital especial efforts appear to 
have been made to carry the system of labour to its utmost practicable extent, 
but Dr. Bemis states that “ all the work performed by the patients is of an un¬ 
steady character, requires constant assistance and oversight, and is of a quality 
that no manufacturer or employer would be willing to purchase at any price.” 






